V 


25X1A5a1 

CIA-J 


Approved For Release 2000/09/11 : CIA 
Following Excerpts fr tm. lecture by 



€^dl -b 3 -%tOo 
1000010011-6 

7 March 1 253 


25X1 A5a1 



Bo&m to feel that latest anncnmeeiBents ceneeradng Malt-sakc v*8 


succession Indicates attempt by Malenkov to give outside world appearance of 


united front* He does not feel that Malenkov is m yet firmly in control of 
governmental machinery and tot to present power foundation of Malenkov** 
position is based on an "uneasy truce” between Beria, Bulganin and hirasulf. 
Although Seriate position seems to be stsblilieed, the presence of Ignatiad 
as one of the secretaries of to Central Ca-aaittes, poosibly functioning as a 
aurvsillor of Beria* a security forces, gives rise to to possibility tot if 
a purge occurs, Malenkov may replace Beria with his own man Ignatied, 

The further announcement that the Praesidiua has been reduced from 2 $ 


members and 11 altoriiates to 10 aembars and b alternates might indicate that 


aOready some of the followers of Stalin or of Molotov have been displaced* 


Molotov looms as the least powerful figure in the present coalition, having no 


extensive power structure within the army, Party, or security force® (I B and 
MVD) and it is felt that Viahlmikyle deposing was based on the same consideration. 

(hie natter that should be borne in mind and that is to fact that Stalin as 
well as other loser echelon Party secretaries hay© an appreciable n umb er of coat- 
tail riders”* and as we witnessed Zhdanov *s followers being purged after Zhdanov *c 
death, wo might conclude that many of the members of the party and other apparati 
who were personally loyal to Stalin might be deposed from their positions within 
the Party, army and security structures. This might extend to lower d istrict, 
city, and region Party organisations, and the Stalinist group within the »o lower 
organisations may not feel deposed to support Malenkov, especially if top stolon 
Stalinists begin to disappear* 


One of the more Important things to look for is the evidence of man from 
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apparat being placed in control or in positions of power within the 
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security or armed forces! since we can assume that Malenkov has fairly tight 
control over Party machinery and evidence of those loyal to Malenkov m party 
men going into the security or armed forces would indicate an attempt by 
Malenkov to solidify hla position in those other power structures. B*ria, 
however, still looms as a formidable opponent for Malenkov* 

The reported returh of Zhukov to Moscow might bear some watching, although 
the returned may be considered to add one more personality to the united front 
facade which Malenkov seems to want to create. 
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